
ALACHUA – Speeding 
up traumatic brain 
diagnosis injuries is the 
focus of an Alachua-
based bioscience 
company.
Banyan Biomarkers 

works to develop 
and commercialize 
biomarkers to accurately 
and quickly diagnose 
traumatic brain injuries. 
It has made progress in 

developing and clinically 
validating novel enzyme 
linked immunosorbent 
assays (ELISAs) for 
traumatic brain injury.
The company’s research 

has identified unique 
biomarkers present 
in a patient’s blood 
following injury to the 
brain. The detection and 
quantification of these 
biomarkers may provide 
early indications of brain 
trauma essential for 
earlier intervention and 
management.
According to the 

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
approximately 1.7 million 
people are treated 

and released from an 
emergency room as result 
of traumatic brain injury. 
Common causes of 

injury are automobile 
accidents, falls, sports-
related injuries and 
assaults.
The company is located 

at 13400 Progress Blvd. 
along with more than 
30 other bioscience and 
technology companies 
due to its proximity to the 
University of Florida.
“We work closely 

with UF, and many of 
our employees have 
UF affiliation,” said 

Jackson Streeter, Banyan 
Biomarkers CEO.
Banyan Biomarkers was 

founded in 2002 by Ron 
Hayes, Kevin Wang and 
Nancy Denslow at the 
McKnight Brain Institute 
at UF. Its goal was to 
create the first point of 
care blood test, a blood 
test at or near the site of 
patient care, to diagnose 
traumatic brain injuries. 
Currently no blood 

test exists for use by 
physicians to detect the 
presence and severity of 
brain trauma.
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Bioscience company 
tackles brain trauma 
diagnosis with blood tests

Researchers at Banyan Biomakers work in their 
Alachua facilities to develop improved methods of 
diagnosing traumatic brain injuries.
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John Glanzer

EXPERIENCE WITH 
COMMUNITY
Glanzer formerly 

served as Newberry 
mayor for four years 
and 14 years as 
commissioner.
WHAT HE TOLD 
TODAY REPORTER
“The citizens 

and I have seen a 
deterioration of 
the decorum and 
respect between the 
Commission and 
Mayor. I will work to 
reverse this.”
CONCERNS
Glanzer was also 

troubled about 
symmetry in the City’s 
finances.  
“I believe the number 

one issue is fiscal 
planning and working 
within a budget,” he 
said.

EXPERIENCE WITH 
COMMUNITY
Marlowe has 

been involved with 
municipal government 
for three years. 
He has been a 

commissioner 
liaison with the city’s 
economic development 
committee, the North 
Central Florida 
Regional Planning 
Council and The 
Alachua County School 
Board. 
He is running 

unopposed for 
reelection to his seat.
WHAT HE TOLD 
TODAY REPORTER
Commissioner 

Marlowe’s comments 
were not available as of 
press time. 

WHAT’S HIS WORK 
BACKGROUND
Fillyaw has managed 

considerable sums 
of money in business 
production over his 12 
years as a banker.
CONCERNS
Fillyaw believes 

growth related costs 
are going to be 
increasingly important. 
“I think growth is 

going to be our biggest 
issue.
“We are going to 

have to manage the 
problems and costs 
that come along with 
adding and upgrading 
infrastructure.
“Frankly, Newberry 

has not had any debt 
for the last 10 years 
because no upgrades 
have been done,” he 
said.

EXPERIENCE WITH 
COMMUNITY
Fillyaw seeks his 

second term and faces 
challenger Marden.
WHAT’S HIS WORK 
BACKGROUND
Marden believes his 

advantage over his 
opponent lies in the 
experience he has in 
business that can be 
applied immediately 
in the next two years 
as the city adjusts 
to sports tourism 
development.
WHAT HE TOLD 
TODAY REPORTER
“In the near term, 

I want to see how 
the Nations Park, 
Easton, and Main 
Street programs work 
out. We want to put 
ourselves in the best 
possible position to 
take advantage of slow 
steady growth, new 
technologies, and those 
exciting unknowns 
around the corner.”

EXPERIENCE WITH 
COMMUNITY
Bill Conrad is the 

current Newberry 
mayor. 
He writes a weekly 

newspaper column 
in Alachua County 
Today and maintains a 
Facebook page, blog and 
website. Most locals have 
his cell number.
WHAT HE TOLD 
TODAY REPORTER
“The major difference 

between us is leadership 
style. We have different 
backgrounds.  He’s 
been mayor for a long 
time.  I’ve led troops in 
combat.” 
CONCERNS
Conrad is concerned 
that last year the 
City “made decisions 
to fund projects 
that would fuel the 
local economy and 
create jobs with the 
understanding that 
our budget would be 
out of balance for a few 
years. Staying on this 
financial path will lead 
to higher taxes.”
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“I strongly believe 
it is my ability 
to work with 
individuals of 
varying opinions to 
develop a consensus 
or a solution to the 
problem at hand.”

“I want city 
government to 
be open and 
transparent.”

“It can be easy to 
focus on one or 
two issues, but as 
a commissioner 
you have to realize 
that everything 
is intertwined, 
especially when 
it comes to the 
budget.”

“With 15-plus years 
in the insurance 
industry, I’ve 
worked tirelessly to 
save people money 
and encourage 
sound fiscal 
decisions.”

No comments were 
available as of press 
time.

The election will be held Tuesday at the Newberry Fire Department located at 310 NW 260th 
Street, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.


