
HIGH SPRINGS – 
The Priest Theatre 
in High Springs, 
located on 15 NW 1st 
Street, is reaching out 
to moviegoers and 
community members 
to donate money and 
help save the theatre as 
it transitions into the 
digital age. 

The independent movie 
theatre along with many 
others across America is 
struggling to keep up the 
transition as the movie 
industry has made the 
switch from using 35 
m.m. film projectors to 
digital projectors. The 
cost to continue showing 
movies and upgrade 
the projectors is about 
$85,000.

Janet Alligood, 
daughter of Priest 
Theatre owners Bobby 
and Janice Sheffield, 
has made it her mission 
along with husband, 
Alan, to help save the 
theatre. The Alligoods 
created a “Save the 

Priest” webpage on 
Kickstarter.com to 
help raise funds and 
awareness. 

According to the 
website, approximately 
$10,498 has been raised. 
The digital upgrade will 
allow movie studios 
and distributors to save 
money on producing 
and shipping movies. 
The new projectors also 
increase the quality of 
screening by increasing 
the movie’s lighting and 
clarity. 

Alligood said besides 
working on the webpage 
she has been working 
with volunteers to help 
come up with other 
ideas to fundraise money 
which includes applying 
for grants. She also 
said the theater will be 
participating in the 37th 
Annual High Springs 
Pioneer Days celebration 
selling corn, giving 
tours of the theatre and 
showing a free screening 
of western movie 
“Winchester 73.”

The Priest Theatre, 
which lies in the High 

Historic Priest 
Theatre fights 
to stay open

Archer children 
celebrate with 
Easter egg hunt

The Archer city-sponsored event was popular with area children who 
scooped up colorful eggs like 3-year-old Kayden Brown. The egg hunt 
took place at the Archer Community Center on Saturday.
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HIGH SPRINGS – Is “Big Brother” 
watching you? If you are in High 
Springs, that might be the case. 

     While cameras are a boon to police 
departments everywhere in helping 
to prevent crime and/or apprehend 
criminals, they can also be used to 
harass and intimidate law abiding 
citizens. 

     After recent revelations about an 
apparently powerful traffic camera 
recently installed on Main Street and 
First Avenue, local attorney Linda Rice 
Chapman is raising concerns about 
the way in which video surveillance 
equipment is being used in High 

Springs.
     These concerns come on the heels 

of comments made during the March 
28 city commission meeting. In a 
report by High Springs Police Chief 
Steve Holley, in which he talked about 
the excellent equipment advancements 
made by his department as part 
of their effort to bring emergency 
dispatch services back to the city, 
Holley mentioned the installation by 
Florida Department of Transportation 
of a camera mounted on the 
communications tower.

     “FDOT installed it at no cost to the 
city,” Holley said. 

     He further referenced traffic 
cameras, which have been installed at 
the corners of Main and First and

Video surveillance added to traffic lights

By C.M. WALKER
Today Reporter
cwalker@alachuatoday.com

High Springs residents have voiced concerns about 
a traffic surveillance camera mounted above Main 
Street and First Avenue that according to some 
city officials, is capable of zooming in on private 
property close enough to reveal details about 
individuals in at least one downtown restaurant 
and a convenience store. 
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The camera on Main Street is capable of  accessing footage of  private properties nearby

Archer 
bike trail 
to open in 
spring
By ANDREA CARROZ
Today Reporter
acarroz@alachuatoday.com

ARCHER –The six-
mile Archer Road 
Biking/Walking 
Trail that will run 
along Archer Road 
is set to open by 
the end of spring or 
early summer, said 
Laurie Windham, 
spokesperson for the 
project.

The $1 million state-
funded trail will begin 
in Gainesville on 91st 
Street and end at the 
trailhead, or parking 
area, located across 
from the Archer water 
tower.

Alachua 
purchases 
land to 
expand 
city park
By EMILY STANTON
Today Reporter
estanton@alachuatoday.com

ALACHUA – Gerald 
Criswell Park, 
bounded by Hipp 
Way, NW 133 Terrace 
and NW 155 Place, 
will have a $3,000 
land addition. 

For years the city has 
been trying to acquire 
five parcels to expand 
the park and secure 
space for public use. 
This purchase, along 
with a donated parcel, 
will bring Alachua 
halfway to that goal.

Zaxby’s to
replace 
‘Huddle 
House’
By EMILY STANTON 
Today Reporter
estanton@alachuatoday.com

ALACHUA – Alachua 
residents may soon 
dine on zalads, 
zappetizers and fried 
chicken in six to eight 
months. 

Ground breaking 
is scheduled for late 
April, according to 
Walter Jarvis, of 
Jarvis & Folsom, 
Inc., who represented 
Chasing Chicken 2, 
Inc. at an Alachua 
Planning and Zoning 
Board meeting on 
Feb. 12, 2013.
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Local therapy 
horses to return 
to Sandy Hook 
Elementary in 
Newtown, Conn.
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