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FT. WHITE – I haven’t 
bought a gun yet, but 
I’m thinking about it.  
And not because of all 
the recent hype about 
limiting gun ownership, 
but because I believe I 
should be responsible for 
and able to take care of 
myself if dangerous and 
unavoidable situations 
arise.  

Covering the news 
in this county often 
means driving between 
Gainesville and the other 
smaller cities at night.  
I own a 1990 Toyota 
that has seen better 

days.  Should my car 
break down along the 
way, I would be on my 
own with nothing but 
a cell phone to throw 
at someone who might 
not have the best of 
intentions, should they 
decide to stop.

Certainly I would call 
AAA for car trouble.  I 
would also call 911 for 
more serious trouble.  
But I would not call 
911 for a person who 
appeared to be stopping 
to help.  

By the time I might 
realize I was in trouble 
and called 911, providing 
I had time to do so, how 
long would it take for 
an officer to reach me?  

Some of our smaller 
cities do not have a 
police department of 
their own and rely on 
the Sheriff’s Office to 
respond.  Even the ones 
that do, cannot be on-
site immediately and 
sometimes, immediate 
action is called for to 
save your own life.  
When no one else is 
there to help, I am the 
only one who can take 
care of myself.

With that in mind, my 
eye caught a newspaper 
advertisement that read, 
“PROTECT YOURSELF.”  
The second line read, 
“Concealed Weapons 
Permit class.”  I dialed 
the number in the ad 

and spoke with Russell 
Fritz, a retired 26-year 
Sergeant of the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP).  

Asking for his 
credentials, I learned 
in addition to his FHP 
experience, Fritz served 
one tour in Vietnam; 
two years with the 
Maryland Marine State 
Police; had been a police 
firearms instructor since 
1982; Criminal Justice 
Standards and Training 
(FDLE) Certified; 
NRA Certified (pistol, 
shotgun, personal 
protection, Range Safety 
Officer) and a federally 
licensed firearms dealer 
and gunsmith to 

What I learned 
in my concealed 
weapons class
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Residents 
worry about 
privacy 
invasion
Main and US Hwy 441.

“Using the camera, our 
officers have been able 
to see a drug deal in 
progress,” said Holley. 
“Dispatchers have 
located an intoxicated 
driver and gotten officers 
on the scene before that 
driver could get out on 
the road.”

While the many 
applications for the 
video cameras may 
make a compelling case 
in its favor, at least 
one element of this 
surveillance capability 
has been a concern 
expressed by the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) and now 
some High Springs 
residents who prefer to 
remain anonymous.

During the same 
commission meeting, 
Commissioner Bob 
Barnas said, “You can 
take that one camera 
down in this corner 
[referring to the camera 
at Main Street and First] 
and zoom in and see 
who’s sitting at the Great 
Outdoors Bar.” 

Chief Holley confirmed 
Barnas’ statement, but 
added, “You can’t hear 
them…but you can see 
quite a bit.”

The Great Outdoors 
isn’t the only private 
property visible through 
the cameras. Holley 
told commissioners 
that activity at a nearby 
convenience store could 
be seen as well. 

“You can sit up here. 
You can take the one at 
441 and North Main and 
see who’s walking out of 
the Kangaroo,” he said.

Chapman questions 
whether having 
equipment that can look 
into the Great Outdoors 
Bar and demonstrating 
the same to others 
constitutes the proper 
use of the equipment by 
the police department. 

“I am making a public 
records request for all 
the paperwork related 
to the cameras to see if 
they actually do have 
the capability of seeing 
into the Great Outdoors 

Restaurant and how 
much can be viewed by 
the camera,” she said. 
“I have grave concerns 
about how it can be 
misused and who has 
access to the media.” 

Apparently, the ACLU 
has the same concerns. 
In an October 4, 2012 
report by Jay Stanley, 
Senior Policy Analyst, 
ACLU Speech, Privacy 
and Technology Project, 
he said the ACLU of 
Michigan put out a 
report on surveillance 
cameras. 

In his report he said 
ACLU of Michigan 
summarized policy 
arguments against 
cameras and a “uniquely 
disturbing application 
of surveillance cameras: 
their deployment 
in residential 
neighborhoods.” 

While downtown 
High Springs is 
not a residential 
neighborhood, it still 
brings up an interesting 
question. How is 
residential privacy that 
different from being able 
to see who residents 
meet with or how many 
drinks he/she ordered? 

In a telephone 
interview, Holley said, 
“What I meant when 
I said that ‘you could 
see quite a bit’ was that 
you can see quite a bit 
down the road, not in 
the restaurant. Actually, 
vegetation and the 
fireplace would take up 
quite a bit of the view, 
so you really wouldn’t 
see as much looking into 
the restaurant with our 
camera as you would if 
you were walking down 
the street.”

Holley also said the 
cameras don’t record. 

However, Rena Elmir of 
ACLU of Michigan said, 
“The idea that this could 
be misused by police—
even if it’s just one 
person, one bad apple—
is pretty scary.”
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