
From 
production 

to 
destruction

The international symbol of Detroit’s decline is taking 

its first step toward demolition. County officials say 

foreclosure proceedings are now under way for Packard 

Motor Car Co. located on East Grand Boulevard. 

The 40-plus rotting buildings sitting on 35 acres of dank 

and burned smells has been slowly deteriorating for the 

last 50 years after the company closed.

Although graffiti artists see the plant’s buildings as a 

big canvas, those who visit the plant should be careful 

because lately some visitors have been beaten and robbed 

by predators lurking in the dark among the rubble. 

This aerial view of the plant was taken on June 14, 2012. The plant is the biggest blighted property in the city with more than 40 buildings rotting 
away. The property is filled with old clothes, tires, assorted charred cars, boats and even puddles of neon-colored water from chemicals.
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Several buildings were torn down as part of a $5-million demolition plan in 1999, but the project hit a roadblock after it was discovered that the City of Detroit failed to do a 
proper title search in the tax foreclosure. Years of legal wrangling ensued and the city eventually lost. The Packard survived.
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This 1928 photo shows workers in the plant. City officials said that after the property is cleared, it could attract develop-
ers. The site is located near Interstate 94 and a rail line.
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This 1941 photo shows workers on the front-end 
sub-assembly. After more than 50 years since the 
Packard Motor Car Co. abandoned the property, the 
city said it would try to take the property from its 
current owner, Bioresource.
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Shown above are Packard Super Eight touring limou-
sines. Although demolishing the buildings would cost 
$20 million, city officials say it is a project that must 
get done.

Brian Kaufman/Detroit Free Press
Mike Francis of Northville, Mich., paints a stencil on a wall at the 
Packard Plant on Sunday, March 11, 2011. Graffiti is commonly 
seen around the plant. The buildings serve as a giant canvas for 
artists.

Miss Cora models for photographer Rod Murphy at the Packard 
Plant on a hot summer day. Murphy said he has used the plant 
as a backdrop for many shoots, but stays close to his car for the 
safety of his subjects.
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This photograph from Dec. 4, 1940, shows the final 
assembly line.
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